
Father Paul Heric 

Newman Center Chaplain 

Email: pheric@dioceseofspokane.org 

Cell: (509) 599-8437 

  837 Elm St  ▪  Cheney, WA 99004  ▪  (509) 235-8402  ▪  EWUCATHOLICS.ORG 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

Blessed Easter Greetings!  
 

The Newman Center has been growing in numbers and in our  

Faith, and in what it means to be a young person in Christ. At the 

Easter Vigil, 14 students received Sacraments and were fully 

initiated into the Catholic Church. 
  

Fifty EWU students attended the FOCUS SEEK 2017 Conference 

in San Antonio, TX in January. Of the 13,000 students in 

attendance, our Newman Center traveled farther by bus than 

anyone else in the country! 
 

For the last two years we’ve been blessed to have FOCUS missionaries on campus. 

They have been a beacon of light and hope at EWU. FOCUS provides our students 

with friendship and encouragement, accompanying them on their walk with Christ. 
 

The influence of the FOCUS team on our students has been profound. Two students 

from our Newman Center have decided to become FOCUS missionaries after 

graduation. They will leave behind EWU and Eastern Washington to serve students 

on campuses across the nation. This is a testimony to the value our students see in 

their FOCUS missionaries. 
 

At the end of this school year, four of our 

missionaries will leave and new missionaries 

will take their place. 
 

I’m asking you to consider making a donation 

to support the Newman Center and the FOCUS 

team. It costs $60,000 a year to have FOCUS 

on our campus. That $60,000 gives us five full-
time missionaries who provide students with 

the discipleship they desperately need.  
 

Without FOCUS, the growth of the Newman 

Center and its work at EWU would not be 

possible. Without you, we could not provide a 
ministry of hope and transformation to this 

generation. 

Spring 2017 

Students attend the Walk for Life Northwest 

The 46-hour bus ride to San Antonio begins! 

Students on mission with Haiti180 

SEEK 2017 in San Antonio, TX 

As you can see from this newsletter, the Catholic Newman Center at EWU is transforming lives one student at a time. The 

number of students who are experiencing Christ’s love at Eastern Washington University is growing through God’s 

transformative work, much of it accomplished by the five full-time FOCUS missionaries on our team. 
 

What do FOCUS missionaries do on the EWU campus? They: 

 lead Bible studies 

 engage weekly with students in their Faith 

 disciple students in their faith journey 
 

To keep this incredible ministry alive at EWU, we need your help!  Our 

goal: 

Raise $60,000 this spring and summer to pay for 

five full-time FOCUS missionaries for 2017-2018! 
 

Would you prayerfully consider contributing to the work of FOCUS by 

sending your donation today?  Use the enclosed envelope or donate 

online. 

 

      God Bless You, 

      Fr. Paul Heric 

FOCUS Missionaries (L-R):  

Tony Birkel, Kathryn Stai (& baby Stai!), 

Lindsey Stein, Emma Heckman, Melissa 

Timmermeyer, and Brian Stai 
God bless you, 

Fr. Paul 



Fall Newman Retreat 

“The first word that comes to my mind 

when I reflect on my experience at SEEK 

2017 is ‘profound.’ I was able to grow in 

my faith exponentially. It was over-

whelming to be a witness to how many 

college students were there striving to 

have a deeper relationship with our Lord. 

It is an experience that I can reflect on 

constantly and will never forget.” 

         ~Sara Mackin, EWU Student 

“If I had to choose one word to describe my 

SEEK 2017 experience, it would be 

‘powerful.’ Although I have felt God’s love 

my whole life, I truly encountered His love 

on a completely new level. Adoration was 

indescribable. It was one of those times 

when you just had to be there and feel His 

presence. It was amazing; although there 

were 13,000 young Catholics in the room, it felt like a one-on-

one conversation with God—like it was just the two of us. 

One of the many things I learned from SEEK is to treat one 

another how God treats us. We should love our worst enemy. 

What good would it be to just love those who love you? God 

loves everyone, including those who don’t believe in 

Him. I plan to use what I learned from SEEK and 

continue to spread God’s love.”   

      ~Zach Mendoza, EWU Student 

On a Journey...SEEK 2017 

 

 

Kaylee McGraw-Wright receives 

the “Light of Christ” after being 

baptized at the Easter Vigil. 

Jack Mitchell-Brantner is baptized 

during the Easter Vigil. 

A high point of this year took place at the end of winter quarter. During spring break, 12  

students from the Newman Center and I traveled on a mission trip to Haiti taking part in the 

works of Haiti180. It was an incredible experience. We are grateful for your generous 

support that helped make this trip possible. Visit Haiti180.com to learn more about their 

mission to the Haitian people.           ~Fr. Paul 

 
 

Going to Haiti, I had no particular ideas of what to expect. 

Upon landing in Port au Prince, I was greeted with the 

pungent smell of poverty and immediately I wanted to 

leave. After the six hour drive through the jungle, the two 

hour Mass in the morning, and the first night in the 

orphanage, I was ready to go home. I was scared!  
 

But suddenly God came to me, worked in my 

heart, and changed it forever! Through the long, 

hot, and sometimes hard days, my heart grew 

stronger and softer in Christ. I know I'm just 

another lucky Catholic who got to go on a 

mission trip, but my life is forever changed 

because of my experience in Haiti. These 

people live in extreme poverty, illness, and are 

often forgotten by western society, but God is 

listening, and He hears the Haitian people. They 

are the most Godly people I have ever seen and 

I fell in love with them forever! 

  ~Lucy Robertson, EWU Student 

Nicole Brown and Lucy Robertson enjoy 

some playtime with the children. 

Jack Mitchell-Brantner and his 

buddy, Jonathan. 

Group photo at the Kay Mari Orphanage 

(Above & Left): 

Fr. Paul offers Mass and 

students visit with 

residents at the Kay 

Martina Home for the 

Elderly. 

FOCUS Missionaries,  

Brian and Kathryn Stai, 

welcomed their first 

baby, Mary Caroline, 

on April 1, 2017. 

Congratulations, Brian 

and Kathryn! 

 “You can’t be a 

Christian in isolation.”  
~Bishop Daly~ 

 (Left): Bishop Daly attended 

Newman Night! He offered 

Mass, joined students at EWU 

for dinner and gave an 

inspiring talk. Thank you, 

Bishop Daly, for joining us! 


